
 

The ISG Smart Card Centre Open Day was held at the Royal Holloway College on Tuesday  15 September 
2009, combining a mixture of industry exhibitors and student displays.  A variety of products were on display 
from a variety of POST equipment to innovation products and security investigation projects.  ITSO were 
represented at the event with additional support provided by Gerd Thys from Integri.  In addition to the ITSO 
exhibition, other listed exhibitors included: 
· Burrall Infosmart 
· Comprion 
· Cubic 
· Giesecke @ Devrient 
· Multos 
· O2 
· Oberthur 
· RFI Grlobal 
· Thales 
· TfL (Oyster) 
· Vodafone 
 

The event included a guest lecture from Professor Mike Walker, Head of Research and Development for 
Vodafone, which discussed current research being invested into the mobile communications industry and 
mobile security research.   ITSO were represented at the event with additional support from a number of ITSO 
member suppliers, who provided leaflets containing information on their ITSO-compliant equipment for the 
ITSO stand, and Gerd Thys from Integri.  
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ITSO continues its success in managing the EU-funded EU-IFM Project 
for which ITSO’s John Verity is overall co-ordinator .  
 

Charged with delivering a Route Map to Europe-wide interoperability of smart media across all 
transport modes, there was widespread approval of the main deliverables at the recent IFM  Fo-
rum meeting in Vienna when 14 Member States were represented.  Already there is agreement on 
media definitions and the EU-IFM Application.  Privacy remains a major concern of many states 
together with the organisational requirements to manage any future EU-IFM.  But these issues are 
under wide discussion and consensus is expected before the end of the year. Details are available 
on the deliverables through the ITSO web-site or www.ifm-project.eu.  
 
It is widely believed that ITSO is the closest in its current architecture to the EU-IFM with other 
countries close to agreeing their own migration paths to conformance.  Ultimately customers will 
be able to download the EU-IFM application to allow them to purchase local transport products 
across the EU onto their locally issued media.  So an 
ITSO media holder would be able to hold local travel 
products from any participating country, not just their 
home UK.  This is expected to promote mobility across 
Europe and encourage modal switching to public trans-
port- a key determinant in delivering a reduction in the 
carbon footprint of travel.  Support in Brussels has so far 
come from DGINFSO, the Directorate for IT and Innova-
tion, but as it moves towards implementation so the support now switches to DGTREN, the Direc-
torate for Energy and Transport.  
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continued....    The Information Security Group (ISG) at Royal Holloway University of London (RHUL) is one of the largest, oldest and most highly 
respected international  specialist groups in information security.  As well as involvement in cutting edge research, it  currently trains 150+ Mas-
ters students each year and has about 70 PhD  students.   

In 2002 the ISG founded the Smart Card Centre (SCC) which has become a worldwide centre of excellence in smart card and RFID technology 
research and training.  General information on the SCC and ISG can be found at  www.scc.rhul.ac.uk  and www.isg.rhul.ac.uk 
 

The SCC is seeking sponsors to expand the number and scope of its research threads.  It is particularly interested in establishing a research 
thread in the area of RFID/NFC tagging and logistics. 
 

A new research thread can be created when at least one (and preferably 2 or more) sponsors join the thread as Associate Members (ASSOC) 
of the SCC, in return ASSOC gets access to results, reports, papers and demos etc., arising from the research thread.  Currently Transport for 
London and ITSO are Associate Members with respect to a transport related research thread.  Alternatively, a sponsor may join as a member.  
A member gets access to all the results/outputs of the SCC and furthermore is entitled to a royalty free licence to any SCC IP (e.g., patent   
licence) generated during the sponsors’ period of membership.  Vodafone and Giesecke and Devrient are founder members of the SCC.  For 
more  information on sponsorship schemes please contact Dr Keith Mayes at keith.mayes@rhul.ac.uk 

ENCTS has been a great success in Cheshire, so far 172,000 passes have been issued to residents since 
the start  of the scheme in April 2008, all being ITSO smartcards and made in house by  Integrated Trans-
port Service (ITS). 
 
While 2 Cheshire operators (D&G and Bakerbus) already have ticket machines with working ITSO smartcard 
readers, the majority of buses have yet to be equipped.  This means that the majority of passes are shown to 

the driver rather than read electronically, thus lead-
ing to misuse or fraud.  In order to prevent this, staff 
from Cheshire’s ITS use hand held smartcard read-
ers to check passes are genuine and only being 
used by the person they were issued to.  The read-
ers have been programmed to read cards issued by 
every Local Authority in England (except London), 
so visitors will have their passes checked too. 
 
The handheld readers have been developed by GIS Ltd and supplied by VIX-ERG.  
They are  co-operating together and have successfully put the H440/H450 devices 
through ITSO v 2.1.3  accreditation process, so the handheld devices can be used 
with an ISAM to inspect the full range of ITSO products including ENCTS products. 
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Cheshire’s Integrated transport Service  
Travelcard Team  

Passenger having pass checked 

Pictures supplied courtesy of RHUL 



 

 

 

Ecebs Limited, a 
leading provider of 
smartcard software 
solutions with pri-
mary expertise in 
the transport indus-
try, announced that 
they will join in 
partnership with      
Aconite, a leading 
provider of software 
and consulting 

services for managing business applications on chips in smart cards,   
tokens or mobiles. This partnership will involve developing and delivering a 
smart card solution that will enable integrated multi-modal transport within 
an ITSO ticketing scheme environment. In addition, this solution offers the 
ability to have multiple applications on one card including e-purse in a retail 
environment and   integration with third party legacy systems.  
 
The success of this partnership relies on the unique specialist services 
from each company. Both Ecebs and Aconite are experts in their fields; 
Ecebs has exceptional transport experience in the ITSO environment and 
Aconite has an international presence in the payment arena.  The combi-
nation of Ecebs’ software for developing on-card applications and Aconite’s 
back-office payment system will provide a fully integrated end-to-end solu-
tion. This will initially combine payment and transport applications based on 
international  standards on one highly secure smart card. 
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Congratulations to ITSO member, ESP Systex, who      
appeared in The Sunday Times Tech Track 100 
(September 2009) ranked no. 43 out of 100 fastest growing 
technology companies. 
 
The Hull company prints and encodes smart cards—its high 
tech printers have produced 7m smart cards for the English 
Concessionary Travel Scheme.  They are now investigating 
mobile ticketing—a technology that sends virtual tickets to 
mobile phones. 

Over the last few months Cardag Deutschland GmbH, ICA Traffic, Card Personalisation 
Solutions and Transport for London have joined the ITS0 membership. 
 

Card Personalisation Solutions—established in 2004 by a team of people with more than 
50 years experience of card technology, personalisation and system security.  Their Direc-
tors have been involved at the highest level with delivering smartcard solutions used by the 
public on a daily basis.  
 

For more information visit: http://www.cardps.com/default.aspx  
 

Transport for London—responsible for London Underground, the Capital’s bus services, 
DLR, Croydon Tramlink and the strategic road network – 580km of main roads, 4,700 sets 
of traffic lights, 13 major tunnels, more than 900 other structures (e.g. bridges, flyovers, 
subways) and other assets such as street lighting. TfL is also responsible for the PCO 
(which regulates the taxi and private hire trade),   London River Services (LRS) and      
Victoria Coach Station (VCS). Together with the 33 London boroughs, TfL manages the 
remainder of the road network and traffic flow, and continually seeks to improve conditions 
and provision for cyclists, pedestrians and the movement of freight.  
 
For more information  visit: http://www.tfl.gov.uk 
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ECEBS PARTNERS WITH ACONITE TO DELIVER MULTI-FUNCTION TRANSI T AND PAYMENTS SMART CARDS 

The payment application will be based on global EMV specifications (chip 
and pin) while the transport application will be based on the ITSO specifi-
cation. Smart card products developed and managed by the new com-
bined solution could, therefore, be processed by any terminal complying 
with the ITSO and/or EMV specifications.  This dramatically increases 
accessibility and flexibility in a wide variety of services. The possibilities of 
this technology are not just limited to cards; chip enabled technology such 
as mobile phones and smart tokens such as key fobs can also work well.  
 
The flexibility of the multi applications gives the issuers the choice of how 
the smart cards are managed, from dual interface cards (contact or con-
tactless) to transactions being processed online or offline. So what does 
this mean for the end user? It means they can top up their money using a 
variety of methods, access public transport with their smart card, withdraw 
funds from an ATM just like a bank account card, ease their payment  
experience while having piece of mind their money will be secure.  
 
A cashless society with the acceptance and utility of smart cards is     
becoming ever more evident. There is an established trend towards issu-
ing multi application cards that offer greater convenience to the consumer. 
This solution will give transit operators and scheme operators the powerful 
tool they need to create and manage innovative, multi-function smart card 
products whilst ensuring costs are kept to a minimum.  

* 

Company profiles in the New Members 
section have been provided by           

respective companies; ITSO has no              
responsibility over  the content 


