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Rail bidders told to accommodate smartcard ticketing

Bidders for the new West Midlands,
and East Midlands rail franchises
were told this week that they must
intreduce ITSO compliant smart-
card ticketing onto their services by
2010,

This is one of the requirements
contained in the invitations to
tender for the franchises that were

published by the DfT this week.

The bidders for the West Mid-
lands franchise are Govia; MTR
Corporation of Hong Kong; and a
joint venture of Serco and NedRail-
ways. The East Midland franchise
bidders are Arriva; First Group;
National Express; and Stagecoach.

Bidders for the West Midlands

franchise will be asked to price
options for the retention of the
threatened Walsall - Wolverhamp-
ton service as well as extending the
existing Bedford-Bletchley line serv-
ices to Milton Keynes.

The franchise winners will be
announced next summer, The fran-
chises will comemence in Novernber

2007 and will run untif 2015,

The DfT also this week published
invitation to tender for the Cross
Country franchise.

Stakeholder briefing documents on
the West Midlands, East Midiands
and Gross Country franchises are
avatiable at www.lttonilne.co.uk




